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goal. Or alternatively it may be regarded as a more enduring
policy, directed to achieve a permanent segregation for each
race. Segregation in a state where whites must dominate
is the official policy in contemporary South Africa, The
insistence on dominance derives from the craving for security
and prestige and from the conviction that racial differences
cut deeper than those of culture, and hence that there can
be no escape from the fetters imposed on men with a dark
skin. Educated and Europeanized natives are still, to the
race-conscious whites, merely natives. This colour dis-
tinction rests on an emotion so powerful, pervasive, and deep
that it will prevent the achievement in any calculable time
of a genuine multi-racial democracy in South Africa. Indeed
the very suggestion of such a democracy with its varied
social implications arouses a fierce opposition. Racial feeling
runs sharply across, not merely the national divisions between
Afrikander and British, but the cleavages between the eco-
nomic classes. Rich and impoverished among the whites
are bound together in one indissoluble fraternity in empha-
sizing that they will never submit to the rule of the black
man. Any change in this situation would involve a profound
revolution in popular attitudes, and of such a revolution
there is no sign.
Despite these hard facts, segregation in South Africa
is partly inspired by a humanitarian impulse which in the
last twenty-five years has steadily grown stronger. Many
humanitarians in Parliament and outside espouse segregation
as the most certain way of assisting the native to develop
at his own pace and In harmony with his past, while in the
interval ensuring supremacy to the white man as the active
trustee for the native. Since 1920 the spirit of trusteeship
has been illustrated in the extension amongst natives of
agricultural instruction, the more generous encouragement
of primary and higher education, the wider provision for
educated natives in public service, the improvement in urban
native housing (although there is still much room for better-
ment), and the systematic efforts made to advance the health
of the native. The Dutch Reformed Church, although it
continues as in the past to sustain the sense of social distance